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istration had declared itself prepared w. surren- 

der in our favor. 

‘Will the constituents ef Lord Pasexston 
permit him to.indulge his pet aversion to the 


“the: ‘United States? Upon this question there is 


room for a difference of* opinion.. Our Attor- 


ot ti ney-General, we hear, has lately said that we 


| entrees ts Phere pant, pede 
*ble banking house” ‘of Sraawan, Pavt.& Barus, '} 
aroused # perfect. storm of indignation which the | 
sentence of the culprits to fourteen years’ trans- af 


ie portation hardly “allayed; ‘and now we liave 


another explosion very little inferior in point of ~ 
: ‘magnitude, and the iniquity and fraud. which it | 


to | discloses, to that which exposed th 


is improvement so slow, on no ‘science does the’ 
epirit-of the age act with Jess effect, than upon’ 
Of thousand ‘years; are enlisted. in favor of the 
‘law as it, with the whole profession to battle for 
Ahem, and none to.war.against them, or to pre- 
tent law as it should be,‘ and aronse public in- 
dignation at:s' code invented in an ‘age ‘of dark-. 
ness and. barbarism; and fastened: upon the: 
necks, of. civilized - posterity... Hard-headéd. 
Jeremy Bentham tias-had no: successor: “And 
if this 'bill of Mr. Sickexs’ shall.be rejected. by 
the Legislature, it will only sharé. the fate ofa. 
host’ of others; équally wise. and beneficent. 
Law-reformers, like voyagers in: Arcti¢ regions, 
have yery few: chances of success; and. a thon-. 
sand of discomfiture,and lose” : 

The wise founders-of the: common law, who; 
.it-may» be: remembered, diversified the tedium. 
of legislation by: plundering monasteries, im-. 

ure » indulging 
in-a border raid-upon the Cheviot; or « foray in: 
‘Frante, supervising trials by the ordeal of fire. 
or ‘water, thie wager OF battle; roasting martyrs: 
and witches, discrowning oue king and 
up -another,. and; in general, leading as lawlets, 
and savage lives as the pebrage of the Cannibal 
Islands ; these eminently practical legislators 
seemed to have a confused notion that the scales 
OF Snatign ‘ought signs imaacten ihre 
j bat hed no cart of idea 9s’to the 
way of effecting the. eq “Pheir even- 


iol vilainy ofthe Samad Vanoes” “Weslits F. 


‘to the disclosures .contained. in the: report re- heal te 


cently made by the Committée of Shareholders 
sof the: Eastern Counties Railroad. It appears | 
_#hat the shareholders of this Company: have, for 
_# considerable time, remarked that, although the | 
receipts of their Road were, as large and the 
expenses not mye! ges” Nag 
“any” other road of the amie: extent, their -divi-: 


to arcive ata aaation of this phenoménon, they | 
appointed a Committee to dverhanl the accounts 


of B 
and: report generally. ‘This Report contains: Seis 


charges of..the gravest nature; compromising}. 
wu perlaeeleeereage seetel| e 
well as several othersin a 

oh te daedcakenaioiee Tact ; 
individuals are, Mr. ‘Wanpitserox, M. P., Chair- 
man of’ the Board’ of, Dixsetors;; thé -Store- 
eeper of the Company, and. the: Locomotive. 
Superintendent. It turns out thatthe. Chair- | *- 
man became proprietor of a line of steamers to 
run-in opposition to the Sy aa, ' 
that <the: enterprise, did. not:.pay).. that 


sca she: wduaines’ & toa. Chainer ina ; 


| himeelf, ss: Chairman. Phe etbrekveper, »,| "Pee 


protégé of. the. Chaitman,, is- found’ to ‘have |: 
charged the Company for all the articles bought’ ; 
by. him for’ the. use of the Ae Sara 
even fifty per cent. 

to have sold news 

‘pany the price.of 

Sifiecence Kinselé’ 


pinata Aes ners to.one sidé-| 


orthedther, Somme advantage was uniformly 
adforded to ous of the two parties applying for 


_justice—paities, who theoretically came into: 


Court upon even footing.” ‘Thus,’ in’ ase of 
» dispated title to land, possession was declared 
to be nine points of the law ; and the scale pre- 
‘poriderated: “almost” insuperably” against the 
plaintiff.. Inthe case of a felon, there was a 
corivenient. axiom, that no man. is bound ‘to 
criminate himelf; and reason in vain asks why 
‘not, if the object’ of legal inquiry ‘be, as it “is 
assumed, to discover the truth? The axiom 
still figures on our. statute book as a screen for 

cunning villainy. And in the ‘Very’ matter, to 
the amendment of which the * measure of. Mr, 
Sicxixs is directed, we have an instance of the 
stales-being deliberately leaded before hand on 
the plaintiff's side, who..comes into Court with 
a shrewdly contrived narrative of glleged facts, 
against which the defendant contends, under 
every possible disadvantage. There are few 
causes brought to trial where plaintiff and de- 
fendant do not know more about the facts than 
any bofly else.. Were they obliged to testify ; 
were their testimony subjected: to the thorough 
sifting of cross-examination ; were they brought 
‘to face the witnesses and each other in fact, as 
they are by hypothesis, how much more readily 
would the truth be reached; how much more 
surely would ‘justice be-done?. Swearing to a 
complaint, ander the advice of counsel, is ‘a 
barn-door wide enough to let cartdoads of per- 
4 jory pase -with impunity... The: plaintiff plays 
¥ with: his dies, loaded ; ‘lie holds all the: court-: 
cards it his hands. * Nor issuch- Swearing’ atiy 
‘part of the: trial. The complaint ‘is but the:}: 
firat process in thé manufacture of an issue. 
The trial has place when the issue has been 
reached; when, as the lawyers define it, A 
affirms gome fact which B fully denies. From 
that moment, the parties to the suit subside into 
Pythagorean silence... Instead’ of their direct 
and conclusive story, we have the faint and con- 
fused narratives of a score of others who know 
little of the circumstances, and that little indi- 
rectly and accidentally. Cases ‘are daily given 
to Juries, surrounded with so much. uncertainty: 
and indistinctness, that a verdict is a miracle. 
Yet the: Court,’ Béencli, Bar, and Jury, know 
perfectly well that-two men are present, who, if 
subjected to rigid. and unsparing examination, 
could clear’ away all reasonable doubt, On 
what principle of human sense, then, do we, 
while pretending that,the purpose of trial is to 


elicit the trath, refuse to employ the miost obvi-° 


‘pus mode of attaining it? 
We are told that to place the parties in the 


| Topi’ ocr Such tenderness is 


| simply inanidlin. ‘The suitor, #0, devoid of con- 


x fom Tandon rea ava antares 
1 inst, indent 


. 
pty 


y- clearly’ | 
% dream 


“others to do. 


Se eareaml nila ero on 
‘a year, besides which ha was allowed a per cent- 
age on whatever savings he could-effect in the 
costs ef management of the Road—as well as'a 
per centage ou thé timber of miles traveled 
ve shit testinn According to his own accounts, - 
to which the Chairman. invariably assented, he 
was thus entit{$d to a stim ‘of $15,000 in the 
year 1852, to $20,000: in 1858; and to $80,000 
in 1864, and no one can say what sum he would 
have claimed in 1855 had not the Committee, in 
the meantime, discovered that not only had he 
never saved anything, but that actually the esti- 
mated expenses had every year been exceeded. 
His taileage he also managed’ to increase by 
doing away with the heavy trains-and dividing 
the freight between two. or three smaller trains 
.—and not contented with this, he had the bare- 
faced audacity to buy carriages and trucks, for his 
own account and let them out-to the Company 
at $15,000 a year, although it. was his principal 
duty to see that the rolling stock necessary: for 
the proper working of the Road was always pro- 
vided., The fraudulent. winnings of this: last 
culprit afe said to have amounted gn an average 
to no less: a sum-+than $60,000 a year. ‘These 
three are the principal offenders, and supposed 
to: be partakers in each other’s guilt and ill- 
gotten gains, but there are’ other directors im- 
plicated, and amongst. them Lord Atrr&p Pa- 


eu, younger son-of the late .Marquia. of Ay} /-" 


scinosh: sadt:conebailana: waa oes ‘He'}» 
did not attend tlieimeeting sealed to hear the | . 


nea eee oe pag duty at | s cnet 


the act of Parliament : ‘heutated thavhe «vould 
very shortly refute these unfounded accusa-' |}: 
tions,” (which he has failed to do, although he: 
has published an elaborate reply to the report, ) 
“that he. would continue to direct the affairs off. 
the Road, and insist on, his orders being c beved,.4 
as his sense af” duty Would ibe permit’ lex ?t0 


allow the shareholders to deal with their prop-- bas 
‘erty in such a: suicidal mannet.”.-.Notwith=}: > 


standing this coolness, which: ‘many: called 


ofientesy; the sepech aranialigaels ceases . 


carried to consult the, law officers of the Crown +: 


‘to take such steps as the law will allow against:| ¥ 


the directors, and, in: the meantime, that the 
prone. 6 Lagep ae the Committee, 
the employés of' the Cen atag Patios. 
to obey. the former directors. 
Prom all chia it would appear thas the pesolen 
difference between meum' and team: has. becerhe 


property-of public bodies; and it | 
Sores cn det a fences | 6 
eg ys aSNESHS 5 not d 
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